
 

 

MVNA General Meeting Minutes  
February 22, 2010 

Monroe School 3641 Missouri Avenue 
 

6:30 - 7:00 pm  Police and NSO Reports  
 
7:00 pm   MVNA meeting began with members introducing themselves. 
 
Guest Speaker: Tom Zych, Cherokee Recreation Center 
Zych spoke about the city recreation center located next to Benton Park. The center is open Monday 
– Friday, 8 am – 8 pm, and serves about 500 individuals per day. The center’s goal is to expand 
beyond being a space for only youth and to become a true community center. The center can be 
reserved for special events. 
 
The center recently underwent a $1.2 million infrastructure renovation. The renovation was a result 
of Proposition P passing, which instituted a sales tax for city recreation center renovations. 
 
The center has three stations: an indoor heated pool, a gym, and an exercise/weight room. There is 
no cost to use these areas at the center. 
 
The center runs a boxing program, which currently has around 100 participants. If funding is 
available, the center will hold an adult ceramics class over the summer. The center is flexible in 
programming, so ask if there’s something you would like to use the center for. 
 
Alderman Reports  
Craig Schmid – Ward 20: Schmid emphasized the importance of filling out the upcoming census 
forms. In the current census, Marine Villa had a 30% response rate. We need to improve this rate, as 
the census determines funding for government-sponsored programs and representation in 
government. Businesses looking into the neighborhood also rely on census numbers. People often 
do not respond because they are suspicious of the survey and census takers. The survey will be 
mailed mid-March, and it should be returned by April 1. 
 
Ken Ortmann – Ward 9: The Walgreen’s on South Broadway is still pursuing a liquor license. It is 
supposed to be 2% of total shelf space and be restricted to only beer and wine, and nothing smaller 
than a 6-pack. Walgreen’s only needs two signatures for the plat. Aldermen will have to place 
conditions on the license. 
 
The grant on Cherokee is continuing to go through. The total is $147,000 for street enhancements. 
The Benton Park comfort station restoration will hopefully be done by the summer. 
 
Committee Reports  
Marketing- Marty Dames: Marty reminded attendees of the Marine Villa t-shirts that are for sale, and 
of the Facebook group. Yard signs are also available for residents to display before upcoming 
meetings. Board members are exploring ideas of banners for light poles. 



 

 

 
Beautification- Jeff Weitzel: Jeff will head clean-up work on February 27 and March 6. Jeff intends to 
organization clean-ups a couple weekends each month. 
 
Membership- Shannon McGinn: Shannon encourages members to volunteer. Think about your skills 
and see how you can help the neighborhood. 
 
President's Report – Pam Wucher: Pam gave a recap of February’s board meeting. Many ideas were 
discussed for upcoming events: neighborhood garage sale as a fundraiser; art show at the Firehouse; 
history fair in May; movie night; and cookie spree in December. 
               
Treasury Report – Craig Schmid: MVNA began February with $1,684.56. MVNA collected $189 in dues 
and t-shirt sales, and spent $200 on the UMSL Neighborhood Leadership Academy. This leaves a total 
of $1,673.56 ($750 of which is the newsletter grant, leaving $923.56 available to the organization). 
 
January Minutes Approved 
 
Old Business 
James McKee has drafted a newsletter outline. Contact James if you’re interested in working on the 
newsletter. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 


