
 

 

MVNA General Meeting Minutes  
March 22, 2010 

Monroe School 3641 Missouri Avenue 
 

6:30 - 7:00 pm  Police and NSO Reports  
 
7:00 pm   MVNA meeting began with member introductions 
 
Guest Speaker:  Connie Backfisch of Dutchtown South Community Corporation  
Backfisch spoke about the 2010 census and the importance of completing it. The census helps 
neighborhoods obtain government funding and other resources. It also determines number of 
representatives and voting district boundaries. 
 
Backfisch emphasized that the government cannot share personal information it receives through 
the census. Additionally, the Census Bureau never asks for Social Security numbers, so report anyone 
who does. Residents can obtain census forms from the Dutchtown South Community Corporation, 
which is hosting a census party on March 31 to promote filling out forms. 
 
Alderman Reports  
Craig Schmid – Ward 20: Schmid reported that during the last census, Marine Villa had only a 30% 
response rate, so encourage your neighbors to complete and return their forms. Schmid also urged 
residents to remain vigilant in their neighborhood and report any suspicious activities. On May 21, 
Monroe Elementary will host a Health and Safety Fair, which will include information from healthcare 
providers, police, fire, home mortgage companies, and other organizations. Cherokee Street’s Cinco 
de Mayo celebration will be held on Saturday, May 8. 
 
Ken Ortmann – Ward 9: Ortmann reported that the Walgreen’s hearing is approaching. Ortmann is 
still working on the dumpster situation with the weekly trash pickup. Roosevelt High School’s Day of 
Love will be held May 14 from around 11 am to 2 pm. During this event, the school invites community 
members to see what has been accomplished at the school. 
 
Committee Reports  
Marketing- Marty Dames: Street banner design ideas are being considered. Marine Villa t-shirts are 
still for sale. 
 
Beautification- Jeff Weitzel and Susan Wiegand: Operation Brightside blitz is April 10. Susan asked 
that members email her with suggestions on how to reach out to the community regarding regular 
litter pick-up. 
 
Membership- Shannon McGinn: Membership has reached 30 people. There will be a Marine Villa 
happy hour at Foam on April 5 at 7:00 pm. 
 



 

 

President's Report – Pam Wucher: On April 22 at 5:00 pm, Barb Nelson will host a potluck spring fling 
at 2125 Cherokee. MVNA has purchased an ad for the Big Big Tour, which is part of the City Living 
Expo. People can tour houses for sale in Benton Park, Benton Park West, Marine Villa, and Soulard. 
               
Treasury Report – Craig Schmid: MVNA has $1768.04 in its account, $750 of which is the newsletter 
grant. 
 
February Minutes Approved 
 
Old Business 
Members are working on newsletter layout. 
 
New Business 
MVNA will host an art fair on August 7 in conjunction with the Benton Park concert series. Contact 
MVNA if you’re interested in helping plan the art fair. 
 
Neighborhood walks start Monday, March 29, and will be held the first and third Monday of every 
month. Meet at 6 pm at the Old Firehouse. 
 
Meeting Adjourned  


